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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 0717 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJ: IRANIAN -NIGERIAN DISCUSSION ON THE HORN OF AFRICA 
AND RHODESIA 

1. 1. BRIG GEN SHEHU MUSA UAR'ADUA, NO. 2 MAN IN NIGERIAN GOVERN- 
MENT, LEFT TEHRAN JANUARY 17 AFTER THREE DAYS OF TALKS AND 
SIGHTSEEING IN IRAN. PRINCIPLE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT, 

WHICH WAS THE FIRST AT SUCH A HIGH LEVEL IN RECENT YEARS, 

WAS TO ESTABLISH CLOSER TIES BETWEEN IRAN AND NIGERIA. MFA 
DEPARTMENT HEAD FOR AFRICAN AFFAISRS SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE OF 
ANY NIGERIAN REQUEST TO BUY ARMS FROM IRAN, EVEN THOUGH THE 
GENERAL WAS PICTURED IN THE PRESS VISTING IRANIAN VMOW 
TOUFANIAN AND INSPECTING IRANIAN FACTORIES WHICH PRODUCE 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

2. YAR'ADUA APPARENTLY PLAYED A VERY PASSIVE ROLE IN HIS 
DISCUSSION WITH IRANIAN SIDE WHICH WAS LED ON THIS OCCASION 
PERSONALLY BY THE SHAH. REGARDING RHOSESIA, HE HEARD OUT 
IRANIAN EXPOSITION IN FAVOR OF BLACK AFRICAN RIGHTS AND 
CONTEMPT FOR APARTHEID BUT WHICH ALSO POINTED OUT NEED FOR SOME 
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SORT OF ARRANGEMENT TO PROTECT BASIC RIGHTS OF WHITE 
MINORITY TOO. IRANIAN CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT NIGERIA, 

AS RESPONSIVE, CONSERVATIVE STATE, DIDNOT DISAGREE WITH 
THIS APPROACH. 

3. ON HORN OF AFRICA, NIGERIAN EXPRESSED AGREEMENT WITH 
NEED TO ENCOURAGE A PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND 
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SOMALIA, BUT WAS NON-COMMITTAL AS TO ANY ROLE NIGERIA MIGHT 
PLAY IN THIS PROCESS FOR INDEED ON DETAILS. HE PASSED OVER 
WITHOUT COMMENT IRANIAN SUGGESTION THAT, WHILE IT IS IM- 
PORTANT TO MAINTAIN PRINCIPLE OF TERRITORIAL INTERCITY 
BASED ON PRESENT BORDERS OF AFRICAN STATES SO AS TO SET 
NO DISTURBING PRECEDENT, CASE OF OGADEN APPEARS TO MERIT 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATION AND ANY AGREEMENT COULD PERHAPS SET 
UP A SPECIAL SELF-GO VERING STATUS FOR THAT TERRITORY. 

4. DISCUSSION OF ECONOMIC-COMMERICAL AGREEMENT WILL BE 
REPORTED SEPARATELY. MFA DEPARTMENT HEAD EXPRESSED GENERAL 
IRANIAN SATISFACTION OVER IMPROVED RELATION WITH NIGERIA. 

FOR A LESS HAPPY REACTION FROM A HIGHER LEVEL OF THE GOI 
SEE TEHRAN 0623. 

SULLIVAN 
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